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THE EUROPEAN CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL INFO-LETTER (Euccril)

In this issue: National representatives of Catholic Charismatic Renewal in 30 European countries were together, 5th - 8th November 2009 in Gödöllő, close to Budapest, Hungary. A report from Kees Slijkerman and Darek Jeziorny, chairman of the organizing European sub-committee of ICCRS (ESCI).
Participants

For the first time we also had representatives from Albania, Denmark and Iceland.

Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czech Republic, England, Finland, France, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Scotland, Slovenia, Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Ukraine, Vatican City, Wales.

Speakers
With the local bishop we celebrated the Eucharist at the beginning of the meeting. The final talk was by prof. Guzmán Carriquiry, the undersecretary of the Pontifical Council for the Laity. Other speakers were Michelle Moran, president of ICCRS; Johannes Fichtenbauer, representing the European Network of Communities; Jude Muscat from Malta, who is in the ICCRS-council the new representative for Southern Europe (replacing fr. Renato Tisot) and ESCI-member deacon Làszlo Gorove from Hungary, who did the homilies of Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Content

In the end of the meeting Darek Jeziorny summarized briefly the content as follows. A summarize, based on teachings, sharing in groups and prophetic words.

1. Ps 133,1: “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!“ The Thursday evening prayer meeting was very important to remove blockades between people who are important leaders in their countries. But all the days were full of:

a) prayer in community which created unity among participants;

b) being together as brothers and sisters – normal people (very important informal evening on Saturday);

c) sharing our own experiences because it is not true that all of us know the same; f.i. in my sharing group we were speaking about how we in our countries share the experience of the baptism in the Holy Spirit. It was an eye-opening sharing:

· life in the Spirit seminars (there is also a part time seminar available in Poland: people pray individually every day and come together for 2 sessions focused on healing prayer and the outpouring of the Holy Spirit; it is good for people who have no prayer group around or for people from groups who are not able to run it on their own),

· Phillip courses,

· Alpha-courses;

· big rallies,

· inner healing retreats,

· “Kana” for couples,

· the Ignatian retreats in connection with healing prayer and the baptism in the Holy Spirit;

· traditional pilgrimages on foot to well known shrines – the programme of teachings can prepare participants to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit,

· Pentecost on the Nations according to ICCRS proposal,

· camps for the youth.

2. The vision for the CCR (we can be sure that the Lord does not want us all should do the same, but we can discover it together):

a) We know there is no time to loose BUT:

· we are overworked &busy & and feel alone,

· we have troubles (f.i. with other people and wait till the moment they are solved, but problems with people are normal and it is no reason to wait),

· we are sinful (prejudiced, lazy – one of prophetic words stated “give up your laziness”);

· we do not spend enough time with the Lord and that is why we are weak (the paradox may happen that we serve Jesus with all our life but … we do not know him from our personal meetings),

· we do not know the direction to follow,

· we are depressed because of what we see around (one of prophecies was encouraging to look behind the mountain of ashes which was so high);

b) What to do:

· the attitude of communion (Jude’s teaching) which means: have time for the others,

· make room for the youth but it is not the idea to step down only – calling for the preparation of new leaders to their ministries (leadership training) and using the youth’s radicalism and zeal (young people are always revolutionaries),

· very important role of intercession during every ministry,

· using the rich tradition of the church – it means diversity of spiritualities (sometimes forgotten, like presence of Jews in the church),

· preparation of the army:

· under Jesus’ command and this means “glory” which waits for us (Michelle’s sharing),

· preparations means “Nazareth” (do not be disappointed if you do not  do anything spectacular but you take part in preparations of the army),

· invoking the Holy Spirit and his charisms non-stop,

· take care of holiness:

· my personal holiness,

· leaders are co-responsible for the growth in holiness of other people who are around,

· do not try to do everything on your own – create team!

From the Thursday introduction: the Catholic Charismatic Renewal is now well received in the Vatican among cardinals and bishops, like other ecclesial movements. So it is good to use this opportunity.

More news on this meeting will be in the next Euccril.
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